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Jackie Hlug is very happy to
be back in Mita

Anost 21 years ago, she
ves lyinginahosptd bedin St
Luke s Hspitd fidgtigfa her
lifedter she vas shat by a
hijacker a Lugg Arpot.

h Saturday, 23 Novenber
1985, M Flug vas flying to
Giro from Athens where she
hed attended a va l eybal | tour -
nanent wth a group of stu-
dent s

A the tine, she was a spe-
cid education teecher a the
G@Giro Awrican Shool . Ten
mnutes into EgyptAr Hight No
M 648, three nen caling
t hensel ves The  Egypt
Rvduion hjackedthefligt.

A gun battle ensued when
tretarais stok cotrd o the
pae a an dtitude o 35000
fed. The plane, wth 91 pas-
sengers and sSix crew nem
bers on board, wes forced to
land a Luga Arpat.

The hijackers began to exe-
cute one passenger every 15
mnutes until their denands for
fued vere nat. Like four pas-
sengers before her, M FAlug
vas shat a pant blank range,
throm fromthe plane onto the
tarnac and lef t far deed

For five hous, she driftedin
and out of consci ousness urnti |
an airport ground crew pi cked
w her body to take to the
norgue and discovered she
ves gill dive FRfty-nire pas-
saxpsdedinthe terideds-
aster.

M Flug spoke to The Mil t a
I ndependent on Sunday about
her life since the hijacking 21
years ago.

| vesinhosptd herefa tvo
veeks, af ter wiich | ves trans-
ferred to Gernany to recuper -
aeinan any hospitd thee
ad laer flom beck to the
Lhited Staes.

| logt ald o pvisond te
being shat in the head, ny
short-termnenory was heav-
ilyimared ad| st arted hav-
inggilegicfits

Sone 20 years later, | hae
cone into nyself and accept -
ed the hjjacking

For the last 10 years it ves
about healing and coming
beck, trying to find the neanng
o life | vesgieing hainga
hard tine wth nightnares and
things like that. Nw 1 ama
happy, Vionan. I m
narried and have a little boy,
she said

M HFlug said she has
loged toretun to the islad

It s been ny dreamfor the
past 20 years to cone back to
Mit ato say thank you to those
wo saved ny life. THsismt
atrip o sadess bt atrip o
happi ness. W vert tothear -
port on Mnday and to the con-
tro tover were everything
happened.

| even sat dom on the run-
vay vhere the pl ane had been
paked ad sad a prayer of
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thanksgivingto Gd. | d so net
the peopl e wo vere there that
day, shesad

Intidly, she vas bitter about
the whd e experience, but then
her outl ook changed.

You knowthat s kind o pat
of the who e healing process.
The bitterness and the anger
vere aways directed a the
hijackers, nevr a Mita o
Eoypt. It ves just the hijackers
and wat they dd to ne. The
last 20 years was al about
thet.

| just vanted to cone back,
d totalk about ny hijacking
experience or ny experience
as a hostage in those tw  dter being shat inthe head,
days, because that s not wat 0| S arted a new career.
thstripis aot fa ne I am a notivationd

| ve dore pety o those speaker now Thet s sone-
interviens back in the Uited one wo inspires people |
States. | vanted to cone back ¢ to dfferent conpanies,
ad do interviews about for-  businesses and associ ati ons
gi veness and accept ance, say  tot al k about ny experience.
to those Mitese people who Itdk about the hijacking for
vere involved thank you from the first 15 mnues, ad
the bottomof ny heart, M then | talk about |essons

jt intremdded it dl. ®
| wanted to cone back and
gve thaks, ad | mfdl o
heponess. It s ny honour to
behereadit ismygft fran
@d to be here, she said.
M Flug was unable to
reeun to her jab a te the
hjak

| ama teacher by profes-
s A thetine | vas teach-
ing & the Giro American
schod, and had t aught inthe
Lhited States and Norway
befare thet.

WWen | returned to the
Lhited States | coddht oo
beck toteeching | lost ala

Hlugsad learnt and forgiveness. S
Nether is she hitter about  thet s ny job now, adl loe
Nt a it, desad
O gosh no. | never vas bit - N Flug learnt a coud e of
ter about Mita despite the good |essons from her

fact thet | thirk the Mitese
peode beieve thet. | vas hit -
ter about the people who
hjackedthearcoat, | vesmad adna taimglifefa gat -
a them | vas never nad a¢ ed | think wen people go
anyone else other than the throuwhtines likeths, trag-
people who had taken us ic tines wen youre pat d
host age. a tragedy, they cone out

Inny gpnion, | thrk the  wth nore loe for life ad
Mitese dd a good job, the faith M nother, iodedat
best they codd do... they were  the age of 99, a year before

hi j acki ng experi ence.
@ it slessons for nyse f
like ba g patiet wth ahers

Thank you God, thank you Malta

JACKI E PFLUGIs no ad nary Anerican
tarig. Asurvivor of the Egyptar hjacking &
luogg arport 1n 1985 her visit to Mlta has pa -
ticda sgificare Charlot Zahra caught up
wth her befare she left theidad

the hijacking, dvays tdd ne
Remenber, good al ways
cones fromwhat appears to
be bed Ad it hes for ne
good has cone from sone-
thmgsotaride

Hs M Hlug forgiven the
hi j ackers?

fs far as the hjackers ae
concerned, | have taken the
intiaive to nake sure that the
surviving  hijacker, Quar
Mhammed Rezag, wll stayin
prison. VI, fagveessis mt
saying wiat you did to ne is
okay. Forgveness is aoout | e -
ting go and novi ng on, accept -
ingadtaingresposibility for
y life

D wen | g sha in the
heed, | vas nat resposibe for
thet at. | ocaddht hdp hm
shocting ne in the head but |

codd hdp viet | vodd fed
dterverds, how | mgang to
tret ohers ad how to at
tonwrds them she tdd The
Nt a | ndependent on Sunday.

Jackie Flug has pudished a
book about her experience,
Mles to @ Bfae | Segp A
Srvivar s Stay d life Ata a
Teraist Hjacking It can be
ordered from her website,
wwwi j acki epf | ug. com
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